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Ing, madam, and I take the case to be the same; I by no means do as I ought, or as the law directs, if when my neighbour taking a servant after me, and coming to me for a character of her, I decline speaking the truth of her, ay, and the whole truth too.
Fir. Niece. Then no servant would get a place, as servants are now.
Aunt. Then, niece, they would be more humble, and careful how they behave.
Fir. Niece. It is a nice case, and we ought to take a great care then, that we do not injure them.
Sec. Niece. That's true ; we ought to do them no wrong ; but we do the person that is to take them an irreparable wrong, if we recommend an ill servant to them.
Aunt. Nay, we break another law, that you have not thought of yet; for we do not do in it as we would be done by, which is the great Christian rule.
Sec. Niece. Not only so, madam, but we do as we would not be done by: for would any of us, if we go to inquire of a servant, be told she was honest, when she was a thief? That she was neat, when she was nasty; tight, when she was a slattern; diligent, when she was idle; quiet, when she was saucy; and modest, when she was, it may be, a bold hussy? and the like.
Aunt. I observe, indeed, there is a general backwardness in people whenever we go to inquire about a servant. A mistress cannot be said to recommend earnestly, because it is to be granted that she parted with the servant for something or other. But she is therefore, on the other hand, shy and backward, and will say nothing, or but little, of the real character of the servant, because, forsooth, she would not hinder her a place; and indeed I
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